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About COST
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European Cooperation in Science & Technology 

Promoting and spreading
excellence

Fostering interdisciplinary research 
for breakthrough science

Empowering and retaining 
young researchers

STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

VISION

MISSION

Europe’s most
empowering
research
programme

COST provides networking
opportunities for researchers
and innovators in order to
strengthen Europe’s capacity
to address scientific,
technological and societal
challenges
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ALL FIELDS OF S&T
(mono- or interdisciplinary, 
new and emerging fields)

ALL PARTNERS
(academia, public organisation, industry, 
NGO, International Organisations)

BOTTOM-UP APPROACH

ALL CAREER STAGES
(young and experienced researchers)

ALL COUNTRIES 

• 41 COST Members 
+ 1 Cooperating Member

• 14 Near Neighbour Countries
• Global cooperation

COST provides networking opportunities for researchers and innovators in order to strengthen Europe's 
capacity to address scientific, technological and societal challenges

European Cooperation in Science & Technology 



Key figures 
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Running Actions Training schools Average annual budget
of a COST Action

Short-term
scientific missions

Researchers involved
in COST Actions

COST budget
(in Horizon Europe for a 3-year period)

292 275 €155,500

2,113 50,000 €153 million
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COST Countries
41 Members

 Albania
 Armenia
 Austria
 Belgium
 Bosnia and Herzegovina
 Bulgaria
 Croatia
 Cyprus
 Czech Republic
 Denmark
 Estonia
 Finland
 France
 Georgia
 Germany

 Greece
 Hungary
 Iceland
 Ireland
 Italy
 Latvia
 Lithuania
 Luxembourg
 Malta
 The Republic of Moldova
 Montenegro
 The Netherlands
 The Republic of 

North Macedonia
 Norway

 Poland
 Portugal
 Romania
 Serbia
 Slovakia
 Slovenia
 Spain
 Sweden
 Switzerland
 Turkey
 Ukraine
 United Kingdom

 South Africa

1 Partner Member 

 Israel

1 Cooperating Member 
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COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy 

➢ Striving to ensure equal gender participation

➢ Special measures to Young Researchers and Innovators
(< 40 years of age) *

➢ Special measures to Inclusiveness Target countries in
Horizon Europe (including Outermost regions from Portugal,
Spain and France)

*additional measures currently being discussed with the EC to be effective from November 1st

https://www.cost.eu/about/strategy/gender-equality/


How does it work?

Secondary proposersMain
proposer

COST Action Management Committee 
members nominated by

COST National Coordinators
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COST Actions

9

COST provides funding
for research coordination 
and capacity building 
activities

COST does not fund research, 
but pools resources 
to achieve research results
by networking

Memorandum 
of Understanding

4 years

Average 31 countries represented in 
the MC

Research coordination 
and capacity building activities

~ €620,000 over lifetime

Network



Fostering interdisciplinary research for 
breakthrough science 
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Materials
engineeringChemical

engineering
Mechanical
engineering

Electrical and information
engineering

Biological sciences

Chemical sciences

Physical sciences

Computer and information
sciences

Mathematics

Arts

Philosophy, ethics and religion

Languages and literature

History and archeology

Other social sciences

Media and communications

Social and economic
geography Political

science
Law

Sociology
Educational

sciences

Economics and business

Psychology

Other agricultural sciences

Agricultural biotechnology

Veterinary science

Animal and dairy science

Agriculture, forestry
and fisheries

Other medical sciences

Medical biotechnology

Health sciences

Clinical medicine

Basic medicine

Other engineering and technologies

Nanotechnology

Industrial biotechnology

Environmental
biotechnology

Environmental
engineering

Medical
engineering

Civil engineering

Earth and environmental sciences

Other humanities
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Other stakeholders

COST Actions structure and actors

Action 
Chair

Vice Chair

WG
leader

WG
leader

WG
leader

Grant Holder Scientific 
Representative

Grant Holder 
Manager

Grant Holder

WG

WG

WG

Other leadership 
positions

Grant
Awarding

Coordinator

Science 
Communication 

Coordinator

Management 
Committee

Ad-hoc 
participantsScientific community Business enterprises

Policy makers Citizens Public

CORE GROUP
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Management Committee and members role

COST mission and strategic priorities

Action’s aims and 
objectives

Management of the network

Stakeholder engagement

Dissemination of resultsManagement
Committee

National community of
researchers and 

innovators
on the Action topic

COST CNC



Implementing COST’s strategic priorities

13

Meetings, workshops  
conferences, 

and conference grants 

Training 
schools 

Short-term
scientific missions 

Dissemination
activities 

COST ACTIONS

Virtual networking 
grants 

COST 
science-informed

policy advice

COST
Academy

COST
Innovators

Grant

COST global
networking

COST
Connect
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About NetwOArk

14
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Management 
Committee
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Participation 
in the 
Management 
Committee

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21110/#tabs+Name:Management%20Committee
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21110/#tabs+Name:Management%20Committee
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Participation in Working 
Groups
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Participation
in the Action
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Participation
in the Action
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Working Group membership
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Gender and YRI representation in WGs (1)
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Gender and YRI representation in WGs (2)
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Participation in 
activities
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Participation in meetings and training schools
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Participation in meetings and training schools (2)
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Participation in meetings and training schools (3)
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Grant awarding
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Grants overview
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Grants overview
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Grants over the Action lifetime
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Grants awarded by country
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Grants and COST policy
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About other 
COST Actions
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Some Actions that may be of interest
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IG19113 here European certification of interventions in support of second victims
CA20104 here Network on evidence-based physical activity in old age
CA20119 here European andrology network– research coordination, education and public awareness
CA20121 here Bench to bedside transition for pharmacological regulation of NRF2 in noncommunicable diseases
CA21116 here Identification of biological markers for prevention and translational medicine in pancreatic cancer
CA21117 here The role of IMMUnity in tackling PARKinson’s disease through a Translational NETwork
CA21122 here PROmoting GeRiAtric Medicine IN countries where it is still eMerGing
CA21123 here Cancer- Understanding Prevention in Intellectual Disabilities
CA21137 here Ethics in Dementia
CA21152 here Implementation Network Europe for Cancer Survivorship Care
CA21164 here Towards an improvement in diagnostics and treatment strategies for TB control
CA21165 here Personalized medicine in chronic kidney disease: improved outcome based on Big Data
CA21168 here Improving outcome of Juvenile Inflammatory Rheumatism via universally applicable clinical practice strategies
CA22116 here The Great Leap. Multidisciplinary approaches to health inequalities, 1800-2022
CA22152 here Supporting emerging care economy, empowering caregivers to provide safe care at home
CA22159 here National, International and Transnational Histories of Healthcare, 1850-2000
CA22167 here Participatory Approaches with Older Adults

https://www.cost.eu/actions/IG19113
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20104
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20119
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20121
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21116
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21117
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21122
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21123
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21137
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21152
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21164
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21165
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21168
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA22116
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA22152
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA22159
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA22167


How to follow us
COST newsletter: www.cost.eu

https://www.instagram.com/cost_programme/
https://www.youtube.com/user/COSTOffice
https://twitter.com/costprogramme?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/COST.Programme/
http://www.cost.eu/
https://open.spotify.com/show/7rTzeT34BLK2tR37dWVEOu?si=d0ac18896c6c4bed
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cost-office/
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Thank you for your 
attention!

Questions?

angelo.basteris@cost.eu
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